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Iowa Youth Press Corps 
a resource for members of the media  

 
Key youth groups, both partisan and non-partisan, are working to get students and young people (ages 17-35) to the Iowa 
Caucus.  The bios and contact information for national youth vote experts and young people caucusing start on page two.  This 
resource list was compiled by the Young Voter PAC.  For questions, please call Jane Fleming Kleeb at 202-445-5263. 
 
Key Resources on Caucus Night for Info on Young Vot ers: 
 
www.youngvoterpac.org stories on students coming back to caucus and for a partisan youth perspective 
 
www.futuremajority.com on the ground blogging from young progressives 
 
www.youcancaucus.com info on Young Democrats of America and College and Young Democrats of Iowa  
 
www.rockthevote.com non-partisan stories on high school turnout 
 
 www.civicyouth.org non-partisan data on caucus turnout 
 
Key Stats on the Youth Vote Nationally and in Iowa:  
 
The conventional wisdom that young people don’t vote is wrong.  The 2004 elections saw a 25% increase in 18 to 24 year olds 
voting and that election marked the beginning of a resurgence in voting among young people.   
 
In 2004, the number of 18-29 year old voters (20.1 million) rivaled the number of voters over the age of 65 (23 million).   
 
There are 480,361 young people ages 18-29 in Iowa and they make up 22.2% of the population in Iowa.  There are a total of 
105,679 college students in Iowa and they make up 21% of all young people. 
 
21,000 students in Iowa are from “out of state.”  The percentage of “out of state” students in Iowa ranges at each school.  For 
example, at the University of Iowa 37% of the 30,000 students are from out of state.   
 
In 2004, 124,000 Democrats participated in the caucus which was twice the level of 2000 but only 6% of the eligible electorate.  
 
Students are beginning to trend Obama in Iowa. Young people (not attending college) are split among the top three contenders.  
It is critical to point out that young people and students were split among the top candidates in 2004 even though the myth was 
that they were all caucusing for Dean.  In fact, Kerry captured the youth vote in Iowa and the caucu s results among young 
people were not that different than the caucus resu lts for older voters .  In 2004, 18-29 year olds went 35% Kerry, 23% 
Edwards, 20% Dean versus people over 29 went 35% Kerry, 25% Dean, 20% Edwards. 
 
There are two sets of turnout numbers for young people in Iow a.  Since these numbers will be the ones we use to compare 
increase in turnout for 2008, we included both.  The important thing to note is the trend.  Polling in 2007 along with 2004 and 
2006 turnout numbers all show an increase in voting  and interest.   It is difficult to predict with the caucus happening during 
winter break if we will see an increase in young people caucusing.   
 

CIRCLE DATA: In 2004, ages 17-29 year olds made up 17.14% (13.65% were 17-24 and 3.48% were 25-29) of the 
124,000 Democratic caucus goers.  This is an increase of approximately 8% points over 2000. 

 
IOWA DEM PARTY DATA: In 2004, 3.9% of 124,000 Democratic caucus participants were age 18 to 24 (or 4,836 
people), 18 to 34 year olds made up 10% of the crowd (or 12,400 people).   

Young voters party identification is strongly Democratic (46% identify as Democrats , only 38% of older voters identify as 
Democrats), reversing a trend where young people were evenly split among parties. 

Running targeted voter registration and field programs matter which is why youth groups are in Iowa running programs  and 
why the major Presidential candidates have Youth Vote Directors f or the first time in the primary phase .  In the 10 most 
competitive 2004 battleground states where youth groups ran programs, turnout was 64.4% among young voters, compared 
to 48% across all other states .  
 
The bottom line is, when you target young people they vote .  This is the first year Presidential candidates have Youth Vote 
Directors during the primary phase with resources behind young voter programs so we are all watching to see the impact on the 
caucus as well as the general election. 
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National Partisan Youth Vote Experts 
 

 
Jane Fleming Kleeb 
Executive Director, Young Voter PAC 

jane@youngvoterpac.org 
202-445-5263 (cell) 
 
 

Jane is a leader in the youth voting world and an experienced manager of nonprofit organizations.  She has been involved 
with the youth voting and civic engagement communities since 1995 when she led and helped train various civic 
engagement programs. 
 
She is the Executive Director of the Young Voter PAC, a group dedicated to helping Democrats win with the 18-35 year 
old vote.  The PAC assists Democratic candidates and State Parties around the nation with their youth voting strategies 
and works to ensure young people’s voices are heard in the media.     
 
Jane was previously the Executive Director at the Young Democrats of America where she helped build a cross-
organization peer-to-peer field model that blended non-traditional tactics and tried-and-true political outreach. The result 
was an end to the 30-year decline in the youth vote and an increase of young people voting by 12% in the program’s 
targeted areas.   
 
Jane has been profiled in national media outlets including Rolling Stone, Spin, Guerilla News Network, MSNBC, CNN and 
the Style network.  She served as a key advisor for a ground-breaking eating disorder documentary titled “Thin” which 
premiered at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival and aired on HBO.  She is a regular guest on Fox News.  Recently, MTV’s 
Choose or Lose program selected Jane as one of the Street Team citizen journalists for 2008 election. 
 

Young Voter PAC in Iowa:  
 
Providing housing and gas money to students in Iowa who need help getting to their Caucus. 
 
Connecting young people and youth voting experts to the press in order to tell the youth vote story. 
 
In Des Moines, the PAC has a meeting room at the Hy-Vee Hall (room 4, located on lower level 1 / address is 703 
3rd St, Des Moines) where students will pick up gas money and volunteers will be at, press is invited to come 
there for story leads.  We also have a pick up location at Grinnell Campus (PEC gym, 1118 10th Ave., Grinnell). 

 

Mike Connery 
Founder, Future Majority (blog) 
 
mike.connery@gmail.com 
914-498-4361  

�
Michael Connery has been involved in youth politics since 2003, when he helped to found Music for America, a concert-
based GOTV organization that reached 2 million voters at over 2,400 live music events. He is a Fellow with the Center for 
Independent Media and blogs fulltime about progressive youth politics at Future Majority.  
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Michael is also a weekend front-page writer on the popular lefty blog MyDD.com and a contributor to TechPresident.com.  
He is also the author of a forthcoming book about progressive youth politics.  Entitled Youth To Power: How Today's 
Young Voters Are Building Tomorrow's Progressive Majority, the book is slated for publication in March 2008.  
 

Future Majority in Iowa:  
 
Providing on the ground blogging about young people’s experience in the caucus process. 
 

                         
Alexandra Acker 
Executive Director, Young Democrats of America  
 
aacker@yda.org 
202- 256-7183 
 
 

Alexandra joined the Young Democrats of America (YDA) as Executive Director after many years of political and 
advocacy work in the youth community.  Established in 1932, YDA is a national, partisan youth-led political organization 
aimed at turning out the youth vote for Democrats and building a youth voting bloc.  Alexandra oversees YDA’s 1,500 
chapters in 46 states and territories across the country, national and state staff, and a multi-million dollar budget.   
 
In 2004, Alexandra served as the National Youth Outreach Director for the John Kerry for President Campaign and the 
Democratic National Committee.  The 2004 elections saw the highest turnout among young voters since 1972 (an 11% 
increase, compared to a 4% increase among all voters), and young voters ages 18-29 were the only age group won by 
Democrats.  Kerry-Edwards carried the youth vote by 9 points. 
 
Prior to joining the Kerry campaign, Alexandra worked for Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA) as the 
Campus Outreach Manager.  During the 2002 election cycle, Alexandra worked for the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee (DCCC) as the Assistant to the Chair, Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-NY).  She joined the DCCC 
after working for Rep. Lowey in her Congressional office.  
 
As National Vice-President of the College Democrats of America and a member of the Democratic National Committee 
from 1999-2000 Alexandra helped organize dozens of campuses and led activist trainings across the country.  Alexandra 
also has extensive experience in the public policy arena.  Most recently, she served as the Campaign Manager for the 
National Campaign for Fair Elections (an initiative of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law).   
 

YDA in Iowa: 
 
YDA has partnered with the College and Young Democrats of Iowa to place ads in newspapers and Facebook 
that explain the rights of students in the caucus process. 
 

 
 
Tony Cani 
Political Director, Young Democrats of America  
 
tcani@yda.org 
202-316-3141 
 

 
Tony Cani is the Political Director of the Young Democrats of America where he oversees all their peer-to-peer 
Democratic youth turnout campaigns, issue advocacy efforts, and collaborative operations with allied organizations. 
 
Prior to working for YDA, Tony was with the Arizona Democratic Party as their Non-Traditional Campaigns Director and 
prior to that was one of the National Directors of Generation Dean, Dean for America's groundbreaking youth campaign. 
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In addition to his professional political career, Tony is a life-long activist and volunteer who served as President of the 
Young Democrats of Arizona, Chair of YDA’s State Presidents’ Association, President of the Georgetown College 
Democrats, and has organized young people in every presidential election cycle since 1992. 
 

 
 
Lauren Wolfe 
President, College Democrats of America  
 
lawolfe@gmail.com  
 
 
 

Lauren Wolfe grew up in West Bloomfield, Michigan and is a seasoned veteran of the College Democrats. As a chapter, 
state, and national leader of CDA, Lauren has earned a reputation as a tireless, innovative, and enthusiastic organizer 
and advocate. 
 
Lauren became President of the Smith College Democrats in the fall of 2003. In that position, she increased the 
organization's budget and membership tenfold. Lauren built an email list of more than 1,000 students - over 1/3 of the 
college's student body - and developed innovative speaker and campaign programs on campus.  
 
Lauren coordinated the nation's largest College Democrats campaign invasion in 2004, sending more than 1,000 
volunteers to New Hampshire to volunteer for the Kerry-Edwards campaign the weekend before the election. 
 
In 2004, Lauren was also elected chair of the National Council, CDA's body of state federation officers. In that role, Lauren 
served as a member of the CDA Executive Board and as a liaison between the DNC and state federations across the 
country. Under Lauren's leadership, the National Council grew to include members from all 50 states for the first time.  
 
This is Lauren's second year as President of the College Democrats of America. Over the past year, CDA saw significant 
gains as an organization with the expansion of their new media campaign, the sponsoring of numerous campaign 
invasions, the rejuvenation of the CDA alumni network, and a successful national convention in Columbia, South Carolina 
with numerous presidential candidates. 
 

CDA in Iowa: 
 
CDA has partnered with their state-based affiliate Iowa College and Young Democrats to educate students on 
their right to caucus. 

 
 

National Non-Partisan Youth Vote Experts 
 

 
 
Karlo Barrios Marcelo 
Research Associate, CIRCLE 
 
kmarcelo@umd.edu 
202-246-0093 or 301-405-0995 
 

Karlo Barrios Marcelo is Research Associate at The Center for Information & Research on Civic Learning & Engagement 
(CIRCLE), a non-partisan research organization with a specialty in youth vote trends, statistics, and analysis.  As a youth 
vote specialist, Karlo interviews with and advises for such news organizations as The Akron Beacon Journal, The 
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Associated Press, The Boston Globe, MotherJones, The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, The South Florida Sun-Sentinel, The 
St.Louis Post-Dispatch, and The Quad-City Times, as well as numerous college and university student newspapers.  
 
Karlo has authored and co-authored several CIRCLE publications on such topics as registration rates, minority electoral 
participation, historical voter turnout rates, turnout rates by gender, vote choice, partisanship, and turnout rates by 
education.  He has also written a peer-reviewed article in Applied Developmental Science, and book chapters on the 
subjects of the 26th Amendment and non-voters for a book series entitled, Voting in America, set to be published in 2008 
by Greenwood Publishing. 
 
Originally from Glen Ellyn, IL, Karlo holds a Master of Public Policy from The Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy at the 
University of Michigan.  He completed his Bachelor of Arts at the University of Maryland in 2002.  He now lives in 
Washington, DC. 
 

CIRCLE in Iowa: 
 
CIRCLE will release turnout out numbers on the night of the caucus.  CIRCLE is the respected source on youth 
voting data. 

 
 
 
Heather Smith 
Executive Director, Rock the Vote 
 
heather@rockthevote.com 
720-252-3932  
 
 
 

Rock the Vote is a national organization, at the intersection of youth, politics, popular culture and technology.  RTV’s 
mission is to build the political clout and engagement of young people in order to achieve progressive change in our 
country.  Under Smith’s leadership, in 2008 Rock the Vote is launching its most ambitious campaign ever to register 2 
million young people to vote, to educate them, and to turn them out to the polls.   
 
Prior to Rock the Vote, Smith founded and directed Young Voter Strategies (YVS), a nonpartisan effort supported by The 
Pew Charitable Trusts to re-energize our democracy through developing tools, data and information for political 
campaigns and organizations to effectively run their own young voter programs.   
 
In 2006, YVS coordinated a national nonpartisan project with 15 organizations that collectively registered more than 
500,000 young voters using innovative and replicable methods of voter outreach.  Prior to launching YVS, Smith served 
as the national field director for the PIRGs New Voters Project, the largest nonpartisan grassroots effort ever undertaken 
to register and mobilize young voters. ��  
 
The New Voters Project registered nearly 600,000 voters and conducted an intensive, multi-faceted get-out-the-vote effort 
to bring these newly registered voters to the polls on Election Day. Youth turnout was 11 percentage points higher than in 
2000. Smith started her organizing career with Green Corps, a Field School for Environmental Organizing. 
 
For her work with young voters, Heather was named one of Campaign & Elections magazine’s Rising Stars in 2006 and 
featured in an Esquire magazine profile of the “Best & Brightest” in 2007. Smith’s Photo: Erika Larsen, Esquire Magazine. 
 

Rock the Vote in Iowa: 
 
Rock the Caucus is a joint, nonpartisan program between Rock the Vote, Iowa’s PIRG’s New Voters Project, and 
Secretary of State Michael A. Mauro. 
 
RTV has sponsored Rock the Caucus events at high school and college campuses where mock caucuses were 
held so students feel confident on the process. 
 
On the day of the caucus RTV will hold “after caucus” parties for high school students. 
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Kathleen Barr 
Director of Research, Rock the Vote 
 
kat@rockthevote.com 
202-236-4865  
 
 

Kat Barr is the Director of Research at Rock the Vote (RTV).  In this role, Ms. Barr oversees RTV’s research on the youth 
vote, including opinion polling, field experiments, and demographic analyses, and RTV’s work to disseminate this 
information to political leaders.  Ms. Barr is one of the country’s top experts on young voters and appears frequently in the 
press, most recently in the stories in the Los Angeles Times, The Politico, the Associated Press, and on CBS News.  
 
Ms. Barr comes to RTV from Young Voter Strategies (YVS), a clearinghouse of young voter research, which integrated its 
programs with those of RTV in 2007.  Prior to becoming YVS’s Research Director, Ms. Barr coordinated media outreach 
for YVS's 15-organization project that registered 500,000 18-30 year olds to vote during the 2006 election cycle.   
 
Ms. Barr has a wide variety of experience in politics and is a long-time actor in the youth vote community. Prior to YVS, 
Ms. Barr founded and ran the Advocacy Project of the National Student Campaign Against Hunger and Homelessness. 
Concurrently, she served on the Executive Committee of the Youth Vote Coalition's Board of Directors from 2002 to 2004. 
She is originally from Santa Rosa, California, and graduated from Cornell University in 2000 with a degree in psychology. 
 

 

 
Ellynne Bannon 
Director, PIRG 

ebannon@studentpirgs.org 
202-468-7635 
 

Ellynne Bannon is the Director of Iowa PIRG’s and the Student PIRGs’ New Voters Project. For ten years, Ms. Bannon 
has been organizing on youth issues, mobilizing young people to vote, and training the next generation of social change 
leaders. Prior to becoming the director in 2007, Ms. Bannon was the chief advisor to the U.S. House of Representatives 
Education and Labor Committee on higher education and national service issues. From 1997 to 2002, Ms. Bannon 
worked for the Student PIRGs as a Campus Organizer in California and Oregon, then as their national Higher Education 
Advocate in Washington, D.C. She served as the chair of the board directors for the Youth Vote Coalition. Ms. Bannon 
graduated from Rutgers College with a B.A. in Political Science.   

 

 
Sujatha Jahagirdar 
Program Director, PIRG 
 
sujatha@studentpirgs.org 
323-309-6120 
 

Sujatha Jahagirdar is the Program Director of Iowa PIRG’s and the Student PIRGs’ New Voters Project. Prior to this 
position, Ms. Jahagirdar served as Clean Water Advocate for Environment California, a statewide environmental 
organization. Prior to working with Environment California, Ms. Jahagirdar coordinated the CALPIRG Student Chapters’ 
Water Watch Community Organizing Program and served as a campus organizer at the University of California Los 
Angeles. Ms. Jahagirdar graduated with distinction from Yale University with a Bachelor of Science.  
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Students and Volunteers  

(note: these students and volunteers on campaigns are on the ground in Iowa—we invited all campaigns to submit at least 
one representative, some have chosen to and others have chosen to keep their press in house) 

 

 
 
Alec Schierenbeck 
President, College & Young Democrats of Iowa  
 
aschierenbeck@gmail.com 
917-439-7313 
 

 
Alec Schierenbeck, a junior at Grinnell College in Iowa, is from Brooklyn. The son of a labor union reporter and a nurse, 
Alec studies political science. He is currently the president of the College and Young Democrats of Iowa and the co-
president of the Grinnell College Democrats. On January 3rd, Alec will help Grinnell College open its doors to allow 
students to return to campus and caucus.   

 
 
 
Phil Yoo 
Dodd Campaign National Volunteer Coordinator 
 
philipyoo@chrisdodd.com  
202- 870-4196 
 
 

Phil handles all volunteers in Iowa for the Dodd campaign. 
 

 
Sarah Burris 
Blogger 
 
sarahkatheryn@gmail.com 
405-821-1069 

 
Sarah comes out of Heartland Politics having worked in progressive politics in Oklahoma and Kansas for candidates at all 
levels of government.  She’s also consulted for candidates in Nevada and California.  
 
Sarah is currently developing a progressive training academy for heartland students who want to develop political skills 
and relationships and continue a career within the region.  She also does new media consulting for candidates and guest 
lectures at local universities and colleges about the role of new media in politics.  She is a blogger for several youth based 
political blogs. 
 
Sarah is the former Director of Development from Skyline Public Works in San Francisco where she consulted for youth 
organizations and recipients of the Go Grant who developed state based political youth groups.  She connected major 
donors to the organizations and assisted them with networking opportunities.   
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Sarah is driving a small car load of folks from Kansas to work for Edwards.  She is blogging about the experience for 
Wiretap.org. 
 

 

Jason Croucher 
Volunteer 
 
jason.croucher@gmail.com  
785-213-7517 
 
 

Jason Croucher, 24, represents Osage City, a rural Kansas community of 3,500, as a member of the city council.  Elected 
to his first term in April 2007, Croucher is one of the youngest elected officials in the state of Kansas, and is the second 
youngest person ever elected to the body on which he serves since the city was founded in 1870. 
 
In less than one year of service, he has already lead his community to new progressive priorities, including the budgeting 
$50,000 to implement a city-operated wireless internet service.  Croucher has a history of involvement in politics, serving 
as senior staff at the age of 20 on Congresswoman Nancy Boyda's (D-Kan) unsuccessful 2004 campaign for the House of 
Representatives.  He was also the statewide director of "Students for Lee Jones for United State Senate" in 2004. 
 
He was elected Chairman of the Osage County, Kansas, Democratic Party at the age of 22 in 2006, and was elected to 
the statewide position Vice Chairman of the County Chairs' Caucus within the Kansas Democratic Party in early 2007.  
Croucher also serves as a member of the Kansas Democratic Party State Committee. 
 
Croucher will be in Iowa helping the Edwards campaign. 
 

 
 

Amber Goodwin 
Volunteer 
 

ambergoodwin@gmail.com  
713-907-0008 
 

Amber Goodwin is a political activist from the great state of Texas. Amber started her political career on Capital Hill in 
Washington, D.C. working for Rep. Donald Payne, and Rep. Bob Menendez’s House Democratic Caucus staff. Amber left 
The Hill and became a Campaign Camp Manager with the grassroots field consulting firm Grassroots Solutions in D.C. In 
the span of 2 years she helped to train thousands of youth activists, non-profit members, candidates and progressive 
communities on the nuts and bolts of field organizing and how to win elections.  
 
After leaving Washington D.C. in 2005, Amber joined the SEIU Justice for Janitors Campaign in Texas as the Political and 
Community Organizer for the historic 2006 Contract Campaign win for over 5,300 working families in the Houston area. 
She then went onto become the National Convention Director for the Young Democrats of America (YDA) Biennial 
Convention in Dallas, TX, and is currently a graduate student getting her masters in Public Administration.  
 
Since beginning her career in politics, Amber has worked on dozens of political campaigns across the country ranging 
from U.S. Senate campaigns in New Jersey to local school board races in Texas, and is a member of numerous national 
and local organizations such as the Democratic National Committee ( DNC) Youth Advisory Board, Women Under Forty 
Steering Committee, Rock The Vote, Texas Young Democrats Labor Chair, and local precinct chair in Houston. Amber is 
passionate about influencing and empowering young people to become and stay engaged, and also helping impoverished 
or underserved people to have a voice in the political process.  
 
Amber will be stationed at the Grinnell location reimbursing students and assisting with press. 
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Shelby Highsmith 
Volunteer 
 
shelbyhighsmith@gmail.com 
404-695-0069 
 
 

 
Shelby Highsmith is an engineering graduate student at Georgia Tech and the former Communications Chair of the 
Young Democrats of Atlanta.  His public policy interests lie in the intersection of science, technology, and national security 
policy, but as a netroots activist he is always exploring how new media and social networking can be used by small 
nonprofit groups and shoestring budget candidates.  He has gone from videoblogging a state house election to producing 
video for a presidential candidate's YouTube channel, and he currently contributes stories to the Huffington Post's "Off the 
Bus" section and soon to MTV's new Choose or Lose Street Team '08 citizen journalism project.  He can be found online 
at shelbinator.com. 
 
Shelby is volunteering for the Biden campaign. 
 
 

Students Carpooling Back to Iowa 
 

Carla Olszewski, Drake University 
Cmo004@drake.edu, 630-890-8667 
Carla is driving 4 other students back with her from Illinois.  She is caucusing for Obama. 
 

I am coming back to caucus because Iowa plays such a huge role in kicking off the election year. My participation 
in the caucus will be seen by the entire nation, as all eyes will be on Iowa on January 3rd. I feel it is my duty as a 
young American to participate actively in the future of this country. 

 
 
Jeanette Sterner, Drake University  
Jeanmjoe@aol.com, 612-751-0263 
Jeanette is driving from Minnesota.  She is caucusing for Edwards.   
 

I am coming back to caucus because I believe it is very important to get our generations ideals reflected into a 
candidate for the future. 

 
 
Katherine Roger, Coe College 
karoger@coe.edu, 612-201-0465 
Katherine is driving one other student back with her from Minnesota.  She has not identified a candidate.   
 

I am coming back to caucus because it is an opportunity to participate in our democracy!  The result of the Iowa 
caucus has a huge role in determining the outcome of this election.  I am determined to make the next President 
of the United States a competent leader and a democrat… so I will be there on January 3rd. 

 
 
Ron Logan, Cornell College 
r-logan@cornellcollege.edu, 719-649-6810 
Ron is taking the greyhound bus back to Iowa.  He is caucusing for Obama. 
 

The Bush Regime is over! It’s time to decide what happens to us, and who we think is going to best pick up the 
pieces. 
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Kate Morley, Grinnell College 
morleyca@grinnell.edu, 720-278-9684 
Kate is driving from Colorado.  She is caucusing for Richardson.   
 

I can’t imagine a better use of my time or energy than helping to make sure the next president is competent and 
progressive.  It’s my, and all of our, futures. 

 
 
Julieta Garcia-Vicente, Grinnell College 
garciavi@grinnell.edu, 219-617-6735 
Julieta is driving 4 other students from Indiana.  She is caucusing for Obama. 
 

I want to play a role and have an influence on these elections. Being born in Argentina and recently receiving my 
U.S. citizenship, I want to take advantage of the opportunities I have been given. I don’t want to regret not 
participating and then feel guilty that my preferred candidate was not elected. 
 
 

Reginald Blockett, Iowa State University  
Blockett@iastate.edu, 313-515-5465 
Reginald is driving one other student with him from Michigan.  He is caucusing for Obama. 
 

I am a first year graduate student at Iowa State completing my masters in educational policy studies. I am 
originally from Detroit Michigan, and I have always been heavily involved with and interested in politics. I am 
taking advantage of this opportunity to be involved in the Iowa political system because I may not have another 
chance to caucus. 

 


